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Meajun for Meafitre* 


Abh* ISir, aMifteric. 

Cfo, Painting Sir, I bane heard fay 5 is a Miftene;and 
your Whores fir, being members of my occupation, v~ 
fing painting, do prouc my Occupation, a Mifterie;but 
what Mifterie there fliould be in hanging, if I ftioyld 
be hang'd, I cannot imagine. 

*Abh. Sir, it isaMifkiie, 

Ch* Proofe. 

*Abh. Euerietruc mansapparrtll firs your Thcefc, 
Cto* If it be too little foryour thecfc.your true man 
thinkcsitbjgge enough. Jfitbee too bigge for your 
Thecfe y yourThecfethinkcs lt little enough : Socutrie 
true mans apparrell firs your Thccfe. 

Enter Prmofi, 
P^, Are you agreed ? 

Sir a I will ferae him ; For I do fuide your Han g - 
man is a more penitent Trade then your Bawd: he doth 

0 finer askc forgiueneiTe, 

Pro. You firrah, prouide your blocke and your Axe 
to morrow, foure a clocke. 

Abb. Come on (Bawd) I will inftru&thec in my 
Trade : follow* v 

Clo, Idodefiretolcarne fir: and I hope, if you haue 
occafion to yfe me fur your owne turrit you fhaJlfindc 
mcy'are. For truly fir, for your fcindneffe, I owe you a 
good turne. g xit 

fro. Cali hcthcr Barvardinemd CUudfo t 
TlVone has my piric ; not a iril the other. 
Being a Murtherer, though he -were my brother* 

Enter Cfeudfo* 
Looke, here's the Warrant (fUudt^ for thy death/ 
J Tis now dead midnight and by eight to morrow 
Thoa muft bemade imfrtortalh Where's Barmrdine i 

Cla t As faft Iock'd vp in flecpc,as guiltlcffe labour, 
When it lies ftarkcly in the Trauellers bones, 
He will not wake. 

Pro. Who can do good on him ? 
Well ,go,prcp arc your fclfe. But harke, what noife ? 
Hcauen giue your fpirits comfort : by, and by, 

1 hope it is fomc pardon, or rcprceuc 

For the moftgendc Qmd'w. Welcome Father. 

Enter D%ke* 

Duke. The beftj and wholiomft fpirics of the nighty 
Inucllop youjgood Pronoft: who caU'd heere oflate? 
Pro^ None iince the Curphew rung. 
Duke. Not 
Pro, No. 

JDuk#> They will then ere be long, 

TV*?, What comfort is for Claudio ? 

Tla^e. There's fonie in hope, 

Pro m It is a bitter Dcputle, 

Dtike, Not foj not fo : his lite is paraleVd 
Eueri with the ftrokc and Isiie of his great lufiice : 
He doth wichholicabffjucncefubdue . -,' 

That in himfelfe, which he fpurres on his powrc 
To qualifie in others : were he meai'd with that 
Whjch he corre6k 3 then were he tirrannous, 
But this being fo, he's iuft. Now are they come, 
This is a gentle Prpuoft, fildome when 
The fteelcd Gaoler is the friend of men : 
How now? what noife t That fpkir/s pofTcft with haft, 
That wounds th J vnfiftingPofterne with thefeftrokes. 

Pro. There he muft.ftay vntil the Officer 
Ariie to let him in : he is call'd vp, 

Duke* Haue you no countermand for Qwdiaytt? 


But he muft die to morrow f 
Pro. None Sir, none, 

AsneerethedawningProUQft^asitis, 
I ou fhall heare more eie Morning. 

Pro. Happely 
You fomething kno w : yet I bclecue there comes 
No countermand : no fueh example haue ytci 
Betides, vpon the verie ficgeoflufticCj 
Lord Angela hath to thepublikc car? 
Profeft the contrarie* 

Enter A M*ffcnger.\ 
2)«%, This is his Lords man. 
Pro* And heere comes Claxd&s pardon* 
ftfrjf. My Lord hath fent you this note," 
And by mee this further charge^ 
That you fwerue not from the fmallcft Article of it 
Neither in time, matter, or other circumftance* 
Good morrow: for as I take it, it is almoft day, 
Pre. I fhall obey him* 

This is his Pardon purehas'd by fuch fin 
For which the Pardoner himlelfeii in : 
Hence hath offence hisquickeceleritie, 
! When it is borne in high Authority. 
When Vice makei Mercie ; Mercie's fo extended, 
That for the faults loue, is th offender friended. 
, Now Sir, what newes? 

Pro. I told you : 
I Lord Angela (be-like) thinking me remifle 
In mine Office^ awakens mee 

Wirh rhis vnwonted putting on, methinks ftrangely • 
For he hath not vs'd it before, 
Dt^g Pray you let 's heare* 
The Lmer* 

VPktttfosueryou may heare to the€mtr$rj f let Cteudh 
ecuted by fare of the clocks >and N the afternoons Btrnw- 
dine : For my better f&tufj&Hon % let mee ham CUftdi&j 
head fern me by fine. Let thu be dvely performed wulu 
thought th&t more depends on it > then we mnftyet Mm* 
Ihmfdile mt to dvejour Office^ asym will mfwmit & 
yoHrperilU 
W h 3 1 Uy y ou to th is Sir f 

Dfilg. What is that B#mdrdiM % who i s to be execu- 
ted in Lir^fternoonc f 

Pro. A Bohemian borne : But here nurft vp & bred, 
One that is apriloper nine yeercs old* 

Duke, How car»eir> that theabfentiDukchad not 
either dcliuer'd hini tohislibertie, or executed him f I 
h aue heard it was cuer his manner ro do lb. 

Pro. His friends Hill wrought Rcprceucs for him; 
And indeed his fa St till now r in the gouernment of Lord 
Atogelo 5 came not to an vndoubtfull proofe. 
Duke- It isnowapparanc? 
Pro. Moft manifeft, and not denied by himfelfe. 
D&k£* Hath he borne hi mfeife penitently in prifeni 
How feemes he to be tou ch'd ? 

Pro. A man that apprehends death no moredread- 
fully, but as a drunken fleepe, carelefle, wreakleffe^nd 
fearelcfle of what's paft 3 prefent, or to come : infenfibk 
of mortality, and deJperately mortall, 
Duke, He wants aduice. 

Pre.He wii heare none;he bach? euermorehad the li- 
berty of thepnfon: giue him leaue to efcape hence, bee 
would not* Drunkc many times a day,if not many daics 
entirely drunke. We haue ^cric oft awak J d him, as if to 
canie him to execution, and fhew'd him a fe^ming war- 
rant for it, it hath not meucdhith at aJL 



~~<&fifc* More of him anon : There it written in yodr 
brow Prouoft, honcfty and conftandc ; if I rcadc it not 
truly my ancknt skill beguiles me : but in the boidrtes 
ofmy%unmn g) I wUllay my felfein ha ^ r .^^^ 
wh 
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omheercyou haue warrant to execute, it Rc greater 
Wl feit to the Law,tben Angth who hath lentene d him. 
To make you vnderftand this in a mamfefted cfteft, I 
crauc but foure daiesrefpie: for thc^hich, you are to 
do mc both a prefent, and a dangerous courtefie. 
Pro. Pray Sir 5 i^ w f hati , 
Dale. In the delaying death. 
Pro. Alacke^owmayldoit /Hauing the home Ii- 
mitedfand an exf reffe command, vnder penal tic, to de^ 
liucrhishcadintheviewof Angeh ? I may make my 
cafe as CUxditty to crofle this in the fmallcft. 

Bvke w By the vow of mine Order, I warrant you, 
If my infiruaions may be your guide, 
Let this Barttard&e be this morning executed, 
And his head borne to Angela. 

pm A*tgth hath feene them both, 
And will difcouer the fauour. 

Bnkr. Oh, death's a great difguifer, and you may 
adde to it ; Shane the head , and tie the beard, and fay if 
was the defire of the penitent to be fo bar'de before his 
death ; you know the courfe is cemmon. If any thing 
fall to you vpon this, more then thank cs and good for- 
tune, by the Saint whom Iprofellc, I willpiead agalnfi 
U with my lifc- 

pr* m Pardon me, good father, it is againftmyoath, 
Buke. Were you fworne to the Duke, or to the De- 
putic? 

Tro m Tohim,and to his Subtlitutes, 
J?^r, You will tliinke you haue made no offence, if 
the Duke auouch rhc iuftice of your dealing f 
Pro. But what likelihood is in that ? 
J>aj^, Not a rcfemblanccj but a certainty ; yet fince 
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you Sir fr heere is the hand and Scale of [he Duke : you 
know thet^harr after I doubt norland the Signet is not 
flrange to you? 

Pro. I know them both. 

Duke. The Contents of this, is thcrcturneof the 
Duke j you fhall anon ouer-rcadcit at your pleafure: 
where you fhall finde within thefc two daiei, he wil be 
heerCp This is a thing that Angela knowes not , for hee 
this very day re'eeiues letters offtrangc tenor,perchAncc 
of tW Dukes deaths perchance entering into fomc Mot 
fiafterie, but by chance nothing of what is writ*Looke f 
thVnfoIding Star re calles thQ S hep heard; put not 
your felfc into amazement, how thefc things fhould bej 
all difficulties are bu t eafie when they arc kcawne. Call 
your executioner, and off with B^rnardit^es head : I will 
$t"chim aprcfcnt fhrift, and aduife him for a better 
place. Yetyou are amaz'd, but this (hall abfolutcly re- 
folue you ;Come away^c is airrioft eleerc d wne, gxf'L 
• ; 


?r? ^5t 1 
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Enter CUwnt. 
Cfa lam as well acquti^tcd htw t as I wat in our 
nouieQfprofelEon! one ytould think* it *?crc Mris 


Ouer-dm owne houfe, for heere bernanie of her oldc 
Cuftomers. Firft^ here's yong M r Ra{h 3 heeV in for a 
commodi tie of browne paper, and olde Ginger, nine 
fcore and feuentetoe pounds, of which hec made fiue 
Markes rea#Iie money: marrie then^ Ginger was not 
much in requefr, for the olde? Women were all dead. 
Then is these heere one W Caper, at the fujteofMafter 
Three-Pileihz Mercer, for fomc foure fuites of Peach^ 
coloured Satten, which now peaches him a beggar. 
Then ha»e vre heere, yong Dlz,ie, and yorrg lVl f Delpe- 
vow % and M r Copferfpurre^n^ M ^ Starue.Lackey the ft a* 
pier and dagger man, and yong Dny-jW^tharkild lu- 
iWtpHdding, and M * Fonhlfght the Ti|tcr,and braue M r 
Shootit the great Traueller, an d wi Ide Halfe- Cmne chat 
flabb'd pots,and I thinke fortie more,all great doers m 
our Trad e,and are now (6t the Lords fake. 

Enter Athc-rfhv. 
Ahh. Sirrah, bring Barmrdme hether, 
Ch. M r Harvard^ you muft rife and be han^d, 
M c Barnardme. 

Afk What hoa Barmrdim, 

Bam&rdme within* 
Bar. A pox o*y our throats: who makesithat noyfc 
thetc? What are y ou? 

C/#. Ydur friends Sir, the Hangman: 
You muftbefogoodSirtorilc,and bep^crodeath, 
Bar. Away you Rogue, away, I am ficepie. 
%s?bh. Tell him !ie muft awake, 
And chat quickly toe. 

Cloi Pray Mafter^d^^W, awake till you arce'x, 
ecuted,and flcepe afterward*. 

Ak Go in to him, and fetch him out, 

He is comrning Sir, he is commmg : I heare his 
Straw ruffle. 

tnter Bamaxdine* 
Aik Is the Axe vpon the bl6cke,firrab? 
Clo. Verse readie Sir, 
Bat. How now AhhwfQ* ? 
What*3 the ncwesvvith you ? 

Ahh. Truly Sir, I would defire you to clap into yaur 
prayers: for looftcyou s thc Warrants come. 

Bar. You Rogue, I haue bin driqking all night, 
I am not fitted for'e, 

CU. Oh, the better Sir: for he that dripkes all night, 
and H hanged berimes in thomorniug ; may Qeepc tbc 
founder all the next day. ■ 
Emr XJ%, 

Abh* Ldoke you Sir, heere com« your ghoftly Fa- 
ther : do we i eft rtbw thinkf you" ? 

SE^^p* Sir,induced by my charitie, and hearing how 
haftily you are to depart, I arn come to aduife you*, 
Comfort you,and pray with you. 

Bar. Friar,not I : I haue bin drinking hard all night, 
and I will haue more time to prepare mee, or they mail 
beat out my brames with billets: I will notconfeuc to 
die this day, that's certaine. 

*Dvke. dh fir, you mult : and therefore I befcech you 
Looke forward on the iournie you fliallgo. 

Bar. I fweare I will not die to day for anic mans per. 
fwafion. 

But heare you: - 
to.Not a word ; ifyou haueaniu thing rb far to me 
comcto my Ward : for tffence will not I to day! 

Exit 

SmterPremft. 
V»k** v nfittoIiuc,ordic:.obgratieiLhcart, 
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